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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 

To the Board of Commissioners  
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 

Report on the Financial Statements 

Opinions 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works, a component unit 
of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2024 and 2023, and the related notes 
to the financial statements, which collectively comprise Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works basic financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents.  

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective 
financial position of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works, as of June 30, 2024 and 2023, and the respective changes 
in financial position and cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Basis for Opinions 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of 
the Financial Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer 
Works, and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating 
to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the design, implementation, and 
maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or events, 
considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ ability to 
continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known 
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinions. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that 
an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than 
for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or 
the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, 
individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial 
statements.  
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In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and government auditing standards, 
we: 

• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include 
examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

• Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise 
substantial doubt about the Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ ability to continue as a going concern for 
a reasonable period of time. 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related matters that we 
identified during the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information  

Management has omitted the management’s discussion and analysis that accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such missing 
information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial 
statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. Our opinion on the basic financial 
statements is not affected by this missing information. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards  

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated September 25, 2024, on 
our consideration of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works internal control over financial reporting and on our tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. 
The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control over financial reporting 
or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards in considering Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance.  

Thomas, Speight & Noble, CPAs 
Thomas, Speight & Noble, CPAs 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 
September 25, 2024 
 



Water Sewer
2024 2024 Total 2023

CURRENT ASSETS
   Cash and cash equivalents - unrestricted 235,055$     235,054$     470,109$       752,629$       
   Customer accounts receivable 53,158         53,157         106,315         105,921         
   Prepaid insurance 16,322         16,322         32,644           30,248           
   Materials inventory (at cost) 34,628         34,628         69,256           53,496           

      Total current assets 339,163       339,161       678,324         942,294         

NON-CURRENT ASSETS
   Cash and cash equivalents - restricted 543,702       589,011       1,132,713      1,669,181      
   Certificates of deposit - restricted 84,543         84,543         169,086         164,304         
   Capital assets

Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation 3,463,999    4,944,977    8,408,976      8,073,026      
Total non-current assets 4,092,244    5,618,531    9,710,775      9,906,511      

TOTAL ASSETS 4,431,407$  5,957,692$  10,389,099$  10,848,805$  

CURRENT LIABILITIES
   Accounts payable 19,004$       1,881$         20,885$         43,422$         
   Sales tax payable 4,350           4,350           8,700             8,920             
   Accrued and withheld payroll taxes 1,995           1,995           3,990             3,240             
   Accrued wages 1,090           1,090           2,180             2,132             
   Accrued retirement 11,832         11,832         23,664           24,378           
   Accrued compensated absences 2,775           2,775           5,550             6,348             
   Current portion of long-term debt 82,686         82,685         165,371         158,921         
   Due to other governments (2,450)         (2,450)         (4,900)           5,524             

      Total current liabilities 121,282       104,158       225,440         252,885         

LONG-TERM DEBT, net of current maturities 2,487,088    2,487,089    4,974,177      5,664,866      

LIABILITIES PAYABLE FROM RESTRICTED ASSETS
   Customer deposits 168,356       -                  168,356         180,547         
   Accrued interest 5,267           5,267           10,534           12,204           

   Total liabilities payable from restricted assets 173,623       5,267           178,890         192,751         

TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,781,993    2,596,514    5,378,507      6,110,502      

NET POSITION
   Net investment in capital assets 894,226       2,375,204    3,269,430      2,249,239      
   Restricted for debt service 454,622       668,288       1,122,910      1,640,734      
   Unrestricted 300,566       317,686       618,252         848,330         

Total net position 1,649,414    3,361,178    5,010,592      4,738,303      

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION 4,431,407$  5,957,692$  10,389,099$  10,848,805$  

Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works

Statements of Net Position
For the Years Ended June 30, 2024 and 2023

LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION

ASSETS

(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Water Sewer
2024 2024 Total 2023

OPERATING REVENUES
   Water revenue 1,014,059$    -$                     1,014,059$    965,496$       
   Sewer revenue -                     547,822            547,822         519,017         
   Late payment charges 18,108           18,108              36,216           35,994           
   Miscellaneous income 128,044         128,044            256,088         226,888         

      Total operating revenue 1,160,211      693,974            1,854,185      1,747,395      

OPERATING EXPENSES
   Purchased water 657,300         -                       657,300         572,061         
   Salaries, wages & benefits 181,820         181,820            363,640         366,144         
   Payroll taxes 11,473           11,472              22,945           19,011           
   Depreciation 94,761           198,504            293,265         160,043         
  Utilities 26,321           153,309            179,630         165,495         

   Maintenance materials & contractual services 72,993           95,831              168,824         297,818         
   Insurance 16,977           16,977              33,954           22,480           
   Office expense 29,855           29,855              59,710           49,038           
   Lab fees -                     36,147              36,147           50,719           
   Bad debts 5,040             5,040                10,080           9,144             
   Professional fees 18,376           18,376              36,752           12,466           
   Other expense 14,141           14,140              28,281           25,199           

      Total operating expenses 1,129,057      761,471            1,890,528      1,749,618      

OPERATING INCOME (LOSS) 31,154           (67,497)            (36,343)          (2,223)            

NON-OPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES)
   Interest income 11,258           11,258              22,516           12,286           
   Interest expense (99,650)          (99,650)            (199,300)        (222,508)        
   Sales tax 242,708         242,708            485,416         494,820         

      Non-operating revenues (expenses) 154,316         154,316            308,632         284,598         

CHANGE IN NET POSITION 185,470         86,819              272,289         282,375         

NET POSITION AT BEGINNING OF YEAR, AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 1,463,944      3,274,359         4,738,303      4,455,928      

NET POSITION AT END OF YEAR 1,649,414$    3,361,178$       5,010,592$    4,738,303$    

Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works

Statements of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position
For the Years Ended June 30, 2024 and 2023

(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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2024 2023
Cash flows from operating activities:
   Cash receipts from customers 1,853,791$    1,765,071$    
   Cash payments to suppliers for goods and services (1,262,727)    (1,245,259)    
   Cash payments to employees (386,585)       (385,155)       

      Net cash provided by (used in) operating activities 204,479         134,657         

Cash flows from capital and related financing activities:
   Principal payments on long-term debt (684,239)       (154,065)       
   Interest payments on long-term debt (205,753)       (210,955)       
   Proceeds from sale of capital assets -                     -                     
   Sales tax income 485,416         494,820         
   Purchases of capital assets (629,216)       (1,050,156)    

      Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities (1,033,792)    (920,356)       

Cash flows from investing activities:
   Interest received 22,516           12,014           

      Net cash provided by (used in) investing activities 22,516           12,014           

Cash flows from non-capital financing activities:
 Customer meter deposits (net) (12,191)         7,383             
    Net cash provided by (used in) non-capital financing activities (12,191)         7,383             

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (818,988)       (766,302)       

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - BEGINNING OF YEAR 2,421,810      3,188,112      

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - END OF YEAR 1,602,822$    2,421,810$    

RECONCILIATION OF OPERATING INCOME TO NET CASH
PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES

   Operating income (loss) (36,343)$       (2,223)$         
Adjustments to reconcile operating income (loss) to net

   cash provided by operating activities:
   Depreciation 293,265         160,043         
(Increase)/Decrease In:

     Customer accounts receivable (394)               17,674           
     Materials inventory (15,760)         (5,776)            
     Prepaid expenses (2,396)            (14,688)         

Increase/(Decrease) In:
     Accounts payable (22,537)         (13,635)         
     Sales tax payable (220)               289                
     Accrued and withheld payroll taxes 750                (2,152)            
     Accrued wages 50                  2,132             
     Accrued retirement (714)               4,754             
     Accrued compensated absences (798)               (2,257)            
     Due to other governments (10,424)         (9,504)            
NET CASH PROVIDED BY (USED IN) OPERATING ACTIVITIES 204,479$       134,657$       

Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works

Statements of Cash Flows
For the Years Ended June 30, 2024 and 2023

(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 1:  ORGANIZATION AND SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT POLICIES 
Organization 
The Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works (the Department) is a component unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.  
These financial statements present the financial position, results of operations and cash flows of the Department and 
are not intended to present that of the City of Walnut Ridge or any of its other activities. 
 
The Department provides water and wastewater treatment services to its citizens from a system owned distribution 
network.  All activities of the Department are considered business type activities.  The accounts of the Walnut Ridge 
Water & Sewer Works are organized on the basis of a proprietary fund type specifically an enterprise fund.  The 
activities of this fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise assets, liabilities, 
net assets, revenues, and expenses.  Enterprise funds account for the activities (i) that are financed with debt that is 
secured solely by a pledge of net revenues from fees and charges of the activity; (ii) that are required by laws or 
regulations that the activity’s costs of providing services, including capital costs (such as depreciation or debt service), 
be recovered with fees and charges, rather than with taxes or similar revenues; or (iii) that the pricing policies of the 
activity establish fees and charges designed to recover its costs, including capital costs (such as depreciation or debt 
service).  
 
The basis of accounting determines when transactions and economic events are reflected in financial statements, and 
measurement focus identifies which transactions and events should be recorded.  Enterprise Funds use the accrual 
basis of accounting to record the flow of all economic resources (measurement focus). This basis of accounting and 
measurement focus emphasizes the measurement of net income similar to the approach used by commercial 
enterprises, revenues are recorded when earned and expenses are recorded when incurred.  Net position is segregated 
into invested in capital assets, restricted, and unrestricted components.  
 
Use of Estimates 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and 
disclosures.  Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates.  
 
Cash and Cash Equivalents  
For the purpose of the statements of cash flows, the Department considers all highly liquid investments with an original 
maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. 
 
Customer Accounts Receivable 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works uses the direct write-off method for accounting for bad debt.  Water charges 
receivables as shown in the statements of net position are stated at net realizable value.  The use of this method is not 
materially different from the values reported under the allowance method. 
 
Materials Inventory 
Inventory, consisting of supplies and materials, is stated at the lower of cost or market using the first-in first-out 
method. 
 
Restricted assets 
Restricted assets consist of cash and investments used to satisfy debt covenants, meter deposits held in trust, and funds 
set aside for retirement, and renewal and replacement. 
 
Capital Assets 
The cost of additions and major replacements of retired units of property are capitalized.  Walnut Ridge Water and 
Sewer Works defines capital assets as assets with an initial, individual cost of more than $500 and an estimated useful 
life in excess of two years.  The cost and accumulated depreciation of property sold or retired is deducted from capital 
assets and any profit or loss resulting from the disposal is credited or charged in the non-operating section of the 
statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position.  The cost of current repairs, maintenance, and minor 
replacements is charged to expense when incurred.   

 



  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 1:  ORGANIZATION AND SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT POLICIES (Continued) 
Depreciation of capital assets is charged as an expense against operations. Depreciation rates have been applied on a 
straight-line basis, with estimated useful lives as follows: 
 
  Distribution System                        10-50 Years 
  Buildings        20-30 Years 
  Equipment                                    3-7 Years 
 
Operating Revenues and Expenses 
Operating revenues and expenses generally result from providing services and producing and delivering goods in 
connection with a proprietary fund’s principal ongoing operations.  The principal operating revenues of the enterprise 
funds are charges to customers for sales and services.  Operating expenses for enterprise funds include the cost of 
sales and services, administrative expenses, and depreciation on capital assets.  All revenues and expenses not meeting 
these definitions are reported as non-operating revenues and expenses.   
 
Net Position 
Net position comprises the various net earnings from operating income, non-operating revenues and expenses, and 
capital contributions.  Net position is classified in the following three components: 
 
Net investment in capital assets – This component of net position consists of capital assets, net of accumulated 
depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any bonds, mortgages, notes, or other borrowings that are 
attributable to the acquisition, construction, or improvement of those assets.  If there are significant unspent related 
debt proceeds at year-end, the portion of the debt attributable to the unspent proceeds is not included in the calculation 
of net investment in capital assets.  Rather, that portion of the debt is included in the same net position component as 
the unspent proceeds. 
 
Restricted for debt service– This component of net position consists of constraints imposed by creditors (such as 
through debt covenants), grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments or constraints imposed 
by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.  When an expense is incurred for purposes for which 
there are both restricted and unrestricted net position available, it is Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer’s policy to apply 
those expenses to restricted net position to the extent such are available and then to unrestricted net position. 
 
Unrestricted– This component of net position consists of net assets that do not meet the definition of “restricted” or 
“net investment in capital assets.” 
 
Budgets and Budgetary Accounting 
Prior to the beginning of the new fiscal year, the Board of Commissioners adopt an annual budget for Walnut Ridge 
Water & Sewer Works.  The budget is adopted under a basis consistent with GAAP, except that depreciation, certain 
capital expenses, and non-operating income and expense items are not considered.  All annual appropriations lapse at 
year-end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 2:  CAPITAL ASSETS 
As summary of changes in property, plant, and equipment for the years ended June 30, 2024 and 2023 are as 
follows:  
 

Balance Balance
6/30/2023 Additions Deletions 6/30/2024

Capital assets not 
being depreciated:  

Land 102,978$         -$                    -$                     102,978$               
Construction in process 4,969,635        -                      (4,969,635)       -                            

Total capital assets not
being depreciated 5,072,613        -                      (4,969,635)       102,978                 

Other capital assets
Buildings 54,483             44,400            -                       98,883                   
Distribution system 7,767,240        5,548,990       -                       13,316,230            
Equipment 554,074           5,461              -                       559,535                    p , ,    

Total other assets
at historical cost 8,375,797        5,598,851       -                       13,974,648            

Less accumulated
depreciation for:

Buildings (41,090)            (1,513)             -                       (42,603)                 
Distribution system (4,910,339)       (261,099)         -                       (5,171,438)            
Equipment (423,955)          (30,654)           -                       (454,609)               

Total accumulated depreciation (5,375,384)       (293,266)         -                       (5,668,650)            
Total capital assets, being

depreciated, net 3,000,413        5,305,585       -                       8,305,998              
Total capital assets, net 8,073,026$      5,305,585$     (4,969,635)$     8,408,976$            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 2:  CAPITAL ASSETS (Continued) 
 

Balance Balance
6/30/2022 Additions Deletions 6/30/2023

Capital assets not 
being depreciated:  

Land 102,978$        -$                   -$                102,978$               
Construction in process 3,941,314       1,028,321      -                  4,969,635              

Total capital assets not
being depreciated 4,044,292       1,028,321      -                  5,072,613              

Other capital assets
Buildings 54,483            -                     -                  54,483                   
Distribution system 7,767,240       -                     -                  7,767,240              
Equipment 532,239          21,835           -                  554,074                    p , ,   

Total other assets
at historical cost 8,353,962       21,835           -                  8,375,797              

Less accumulated
depreciation for:

Buildings (39,762)          (1,328)            -                  (41,090)                 
Distribution system (4,781,603)     (128,736)        -                  (4,910,339)            
Equipment (393,976)        (29,979)          -                  (423,955)               

Total accumulated depreciation (5,215,341)     (160,043)        -                  (5,375,384)            
Total capital assets, being

depreciated, net 3,138,621       (138,208)        -                  3,000,413              
Total capital assets, net 7,182,913$     890,113$       -$                8,073,026$            

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 3:  LIQUIDITY AND AVAILABILITY OF FINANCIAL ASSETS 
The Department monitors its liquidity so that it is able to meet its operating needs and other contractual commitments 
while maximizing the investment of its excess operating cash. The Department has the following financial assets that 
could readily be made available within one year of the statement of financial position to fund expenses without 
limitations: 
 

Financial assets 1,878,223$      

Less those unavailable for general expenditures
within one year due to:

Current portion of long-term debt (165,371)         

Financial assets available to meet cash needs for
general expenditures within one year

1,712,852$      

 
NOTE 4:  CASH AND CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT - RESTRICTED 
Cash and cash equivalents – restricted and certificates of deposit – restricted consist of reserves restricted by long-
term debt covenants and customer deposits.  The long-term debt covenants require minimum reserves for bond 
payments and a depreciation fund (see Note 8). 

2024 2023
Debt service reserves 480,773$               414,958$           
Customer deposits 313,076                 384,302             
Depreciation and replacement 98,470                   88,473               
Construction Fund -                             134,595             
Bond Fund 290,780                 616,093             
Retirement 118,700                 195,064             

1,301,799$            1,833,485$        

 
NOTE 5:  CUSTODIAL CREDIT RISK OF BANK DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS 
Custodial credit risk is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works deposits may 
not be returned to it.  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works deposit policy for custodial risk is compliant with bond 
requirements.  At year end June 30, 2024, and 2023, Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works had bank deposits in the 
amount of $1,422,847 and $1,689,477, respectively.  Due to the dollar amounts of cash deposits and investments, and 
the limits of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works was required 
to secure additional monies by pledging securities held by the pledging financial institution’s trust department or agent 
at year end June 30, 2024. On June 30, 2024, there were pledged securities in the amount of $1,747,359. There are no 
unsecured cash deposits as of June 30, 2024. 
 
NOTE 6:  COMPENSATED ABSENCES 
Vested or accumulated vacation, sick leave, and compensatory time are recorded as an expense and liability as the 
benefits accrue to employees and are included as accrued compensated absences on the statements of net position. 
 
 
 
 



  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
(A Component Unit of the City of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas) 

Notes to Financial Statements 
June 30, 2024 and 2023 
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NOTE 7:  RETIREMENT PLAN 
The entity provides pension benefits for all of its full-time employees through the Employees Retirement Plan of the 
City Water Works of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas (the “Plan”).  The Plan is a single employer defined contribution plan 
and is administered by the Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works.  The Plan is authorized and may be amended by the 
entity’s City Council. 
 
In a defined contribution plan, the benefits depend solely on amounts contributed to the plan, plus investment earnings.  
Employees are eligible to participate after a one-year exclusionary period.  The entity contributes 8% of the 
employee’s base salary each month.  The entity’s contributions for each employee (and interest allocated to the 
employee’s account) are vested 20% annually for each year of participation. The matching contribution amount 
accrued for the 12 months ended June 30, 2024, and 2023 was $15,641 and $15,859 respectively. 
 
NOTE 8:  BOND REQUIREMENTS - USDA 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works must maintain certain requirements after receiving bonds from the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The bonds require that funds be established as described below. 
 
The USDA issued the 3.25% 92 01 and 92 02 Debt Service Reserve & Short-Lived Asset Reserve in the amount of 
$787,388 and $115,129 on July 30, 2011.  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works is required to deposit a sum equal to 
the installment of the principal and interest due on the next monthly installment payment plus the sum of $358 into 
the Debt Reserve Fund.  
 
These funds with deposits in excess of the amounts insured by FDIC must be secured by bonds or other direct or fully 
guaranteed obligations of the United States of America.   
 
 
NOTE 9:  BOND REQUIREMENTS – FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works must maintain certain requirements after receiving bonds from First National 
Bank. The bonds require that funds be established as described below. 
 
First National Bank issued 3.00% serial bonds in the amount of $1,180,000 and variable rate term bonds in the amount 
of $4,125,000 on August 13, 2018. Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works is required to deposit all tax receipts into a 
bond fund for the purpose of providing funds for the payment of principal and interest on the bonds as they become 
due at maturity or at redemption prior to maturity. A Debt Service Reserve Account is required to be established and 
maintained for the amount equal to one-half of the maximum annual principal and interest requirement on the Bonds. 
 
The bond is a special obligation payable solely from collections from a 0.375% sales and use tax levied by the City 
and surplus revenues derived from the City’s water and sewer system. 
 
These funds with deposits in excess of the amounts insured by FDIC must be secured by bonds or other direct or fully 
guaranteed obligations of the United States of America.   
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NOTE 10:  LONG-TERM DEBT 
2024 2023

Farmers and Merchants Bank, note payable of $266,008, interest
rate of 4.00%; principal and interest payable monthly
beginning April 28, 2017; principal & interest payment 128,925$           146,835$         
of $2,346; matures December 1, 2029

2012 Debt Reserve Bond issue – USDA, 3.250%, 
$823,000; principal and interest payable monthly 
beginning July 30, 2011; principal & interest payment 663,497             677,753           
of $3,111; matures April 27, 2049

2012 Debt Reserve Bond issue - USDA, 3.250%
$120,000: principal and interest payable monthly
beginning July 30, 2011; principal & interest payment 97,126               99,199             
of $454;  matures April 27, 2049

2018 Debt Reserve Bond issue - First National Bank, 3.000%,
$1,180,000 serial bonds, variable rate, $4,125,000 term bonds;
principal and interest payable semiannually
beginning June 1, 2019; matures December 1, 2048 4,250,000          4,900,000        

5,139,548$        5,823,787$      

All bonds are secured by revenues and water system of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works. 
 
 
Maturities and analysis of long-term debt changes to Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works long-term debt are as 
follows:

2024 2023
Total long-term debt at beginning of year 5,823,787$            5,977,852$        
Note payable retirements (684,239)                (154,065)            
    Total long-term debt at the end of the year, net 5,139,548              5,823,787          
Less current portion (165,371)                (158,921)            

Non-current portion 4,974,177$            5,664,866$        
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NOTE 10:  LONG-TERM DEBT (Continued) 
Maturities of long-term debt at June 30, 2024 are as follows: 

Principal Interest Total
2025 165,371$            183,244$            348,615$               
2026 166,873              177,994              344,867                 
2027 173,432              172,606              346,038                 
2028 180,051              166,928              346,979                 
2029 186,816              160,779              347,595                 

Thereafter 4,267,005           2,630,894           6,897,899              

5,139,548$         3,492,445$         8,631,993$            

Interest expense was $199,300 for year ended June 30, 2024, and $222,508 for year ended June 30, 2023. 

The Department’s outstanding note to Farmers and Merchants Bank contains a disclosure stating that the note is in 
default for failure to make a payment on time or in the amount due, failure to keep the property insured, or failure to 
pay, or keep any promise, on any debt or agreement. Farmers and Merchants Bank has the option to (a) demand 
immediate payment of all the Department owes under this note, (b) Farmers and Merchants Bank may set off this debt 
against any right the Department has to the payment of money from Farmers and Merchants Bank, (c) Farmers and 
Merchants Bank may demand security, additional security, or additional parties to be obligated to pay this note as a 
condition for not using any other remedy, and or (d) Farmers and Merchants Bank may use any remedy they have 
under state or Federal law. 

By selecting any one or more of these remedies, Farmers and Merchants Bank does not give up their right to use later 
any other remedy. By waiving Farmers and Merchants Bank’s right to declare an event to be a default, they do not 
waive their right to consider later the event a default if it continues or happens again. 

The Department’s outstanding note to United State Department of Agriculture, Rural Economic Development and 
Community Development (USDA) contains a disclosure stating that upon default of any principal and accrued interest 
on the bonds or in the performance of any covenant or agreement contained herein or in the instruments incident to 
making or insuring the loan, the USDA at its option may (a) declare the entire principal amount then outstanding and 
accrued interest immediately due and payable, (b) for the account of the Department (payable from the source of funds 
pledged to pay the bonds or any other legally permissible source), incur and pay reasonable expenses for repair, 
maintenance, and operation of the facility and such other reasonable expenses as may be necessary to cure the cause 
of default, and/or (c) take possession of the facility, repair, maintain, and operate or rent it. 

Default under the provisions of this resolution or any instrument incident to the making or insuring the loan may be 
construed by the USDA to constitute default under any other instrument held by the USDA and execute or assumed 
by the Department and default under any such instrument may be construed by the USDA to constitute default 
hereunder. 

NOTE 11:  RISK MANAGEMENT AND LITIGATION 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works is exposed to various risks of loss to torts, thefts of, damage to, and destruction 
of assets, errors and omissions, injuries to employees, and natural disasters.  Expenditures and claims are recognized 
when it is probable that a loss has occurred, and the amount of the loss can be reasonably estimated.  In determining 
claims, events that might create claims, but for which none have been reported, are considered. 
 
NOTE 12:  MONTHLY WATER RATES 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works shall be determined by meter measurements.  The consumption per month will 
be charged $6.15/1,000 gallons of water with a 1,000-gallon minimum per the rate increase in February 2018. Sewer 
charges are $4.40/1,000 gallons with a 1,000-gallon minimum per the rate increase in November 2016. 
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NOTE 13:  SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
Management has evaluated subsequent events through September 25, 2024, the date on which the financial statements 
were available to be issued.  
 



 

 

 

 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON 

COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

 
To the Board of Commissioners  
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 
 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the 
United States, the financial statements of the business-type activities of the Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works, as of and for 
the year ended June 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Walnut Ridge 
Water & Sewer Works’ basic financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated September 25, 2024.  

Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works as of and for the year 
ended 2024, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, we considered Walnut 
Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of  Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ internal control.  
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or employees, in 
the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A 
material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility 
that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely 
basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a 
material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this section and was not 
designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies and 
therefore material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that were not identified. We identified certain deficiencies 
in internal control, described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as items 2024-001 that we consider 
to be a material weakness.  

Report on Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ financial statements are 
free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, 
and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not objective of our audit, and 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

  



 

16 
 

Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ Response to Findings 

Government Auditing Standards requires the auditor to perform limited procedures on Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ 
response to the findings identified in our audit and described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 
Walnut Ridge Water & Sewer Works’ response was not subjected to the other auditing procedures applied the audit of the 
financial statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion on the response.  

Purpose of this Report 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and the results of 
that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effective of the entity’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal 
control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

 

Thomas, Speight & Noble, CPAs 
Thomas, Speight & Noble, CPAs 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 
September 25, 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Section I - Summary of Auditors' Results 
Financial Statements
Type of auditor's report issued:

Internal control over financial reporting:

Any material weakness(es) identified? x Yes No
Any significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes x No
Any noncompliance material to financial statements noted? Yes x No

Section II - Financial Statement Findings
Finding:  2024-001
Material Weakness - Internal Control over Financial Reporting
Segregation of duties

Effect: Inadequate segregation of duties reduces the Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works's internal control over 
financial reporting, processing of transactions and safeguarding of assets.

Recommendation:  Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works's management should review all transactions, 
accounting records, and reconciliations in order to compensate for the limited number of employees.  Such a 
review should be performed at least monthly and documented.

Views of responsible officials and planned corrective actions:  Additional employees for the purpose of 
improving internal controls would not be cost-beneficial.  Currently, all employees are supervised by 
management, and financial records and reports are reviewed monthly.

Unmodified

Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Condition:  Walnut Ridge Water and Sewer Works does not have enough employees for the appropriate 
segregation of duties necessary for effective internal controls.

Criteria:  Segregation of duties provides for independent review and approval of all transactions at various stages 
of the financial reporting process.  Adequate segregation of duties is an essential part of an effective internal 
control structure.
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